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Derek Mackay MSP 
Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Economy and Fair 
Work 
  
By email only  
  

c/o Clerk to the Committee 
Room T3.40 

The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

  

(RNID Typetalk calls welcome)  
Tel: 0131 348 5240  

ecclr.commitee@parliament.scot  
  

18 January 2018 
 

Dear Cabinet Secretary, 

Environment, Land reform and Climate Change (ECCLR) Committee Budget 
Scrutiny: 2019/20 Draft Budget 
 
Thank you for your response to our letter of 10 October and for meeting with the 
Committee this week, following publication of the 2019/20 draft. We look forward to 
continuing the constructive dialogue with you. 

As previously stated, the Committee wishes to work with the Scottish Government 
over the coming months to ensure Parliament better understands the longer-term 
carbon impact of all budget decisions.  The Committee notes the work of the budget 
review group and wishes to discuss taking a similarly ambitious and collaborative 
approach to ensure we can align Scotland’s budget with Scotland’s Climate Change 
Plan and deliver on wider environmental outcomes. I will ask the clerks to contact 
your officials to discuss this in the first instance. 

The Committee welcomes the Scottish Government commitments to increase the 
percentage of capital spend on low carbon projects, and your willingness to work 
with the Committee to improve how we ensure that the Scottish Government’s 
capital investment is “locking in” a low carbon future. 

The Committee looks forward to further discussion with you on issues around the 
content and timing of publication of the annual summary monitoring reports on 
climate change mitigation measures and the alignment of these with other key 
documents such as the draft budget as part of the discussion on the Climate Change 
Bill. 



2 

There is scope for more innovative thinking and focus on preventative spend to 
secure and maximise the wider benefits to other portfolios of environmental 
expenditure. The Committee would welcome further discussion with you on this. 
 
There are a number of issues on which we would welcome further information or 
clarification. These are set out in the attached annexe. We look forward to receiving 
a response from you, if possible, in advance of the Stage 1 debate. 

Your sincerely, 
 

 
 
Gillian Martin MSP 
Convener, Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee. 
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Annexe. 

Changes to the 2019/20 Budget 
 

• How has proposed spend within the ECCLR portfolio changed since last year 
to reflect the evidence of the wider benefits of environmental spend? 

• What consideration is the Scottish Government giving to establishing a more 
formal process or exercise that enables evidence on preventative spend 
evidence to have an impact on the budget?  

 

• How have administration costs been apportioned to and distributed within the 
ECCLR portfolio at the detail of level 4 figures? 
 

• What is the overall additional administration cost that has been included in 
this years’ budget? 

 
Environmental spend 
 

• Does the budget include additional funding to the Green Infrastructure Fund? 

• What further opportunities are there to extend programmes delivering 
integrated biodiversity, health and wellbeing benefits, such as green 
infrastructure and access to nature initiatives? 
 

• What is the timescale for the evaluation of ‘Our natural health programme’ 
and what are the anticipated outputs? 
 

• Are there plans to review existing research or commission new research on 
the health benefits of environmental spend?  

• What progress is being made towards the 2021 ban on biodegradable waste 
going in to landfill and what preparations are underway? 

 

• Can you provide detail on the work programme of The Expert Panel on 
Environmental Charging and Other Measures? Is it currently examining the 
potential for new environmental taxes/levies? 

• The peatland restoration target increases from 10,000 ha in 2018 to 20,000 
but targets for peatland restoration have been consistently missed. £3 million 
is likely to be inadequate to meet the 20,000 ha target. Can you provide detail 
on how the peatland restoration targets will be achieved within the 2019/20 
budget? and what consideration is being given to increase funds to peatland 
restoration?  

• We would welcome an update on the Scottish Government deliberations on 
the funding to be made available via the Sustainable Action Fund  
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• Can you provide detail on the progress of and plans for SEFARI, plans to 
establish a Plant Health Centre of Expertise and the potential to establish a 
centre focused on biodiversity and ecosystem health? 

• What is the timescale, scope and remit to commission a related independent 
assessment of the establishment of additional centres of expertise? 

• What are the plans for the contract research fund and plans to address any 
negative impacts of the previous decline in the fund? 

• What does the strategic policy and sponsorship budget line deliver and has 
the budget gone up or down?   

• Can you provide assurance that adequate funding to halt biodiversity loss 
ahead of the 2020 Aichi biodiversity targets will be made available and 
confirmation that the targets will be met and identification of additional 
resource directed to this in the 2019/20 budget? 

• The Biodiversity Challenge Fund was announced as a new fund for 
biodiversity, but SNH’s budget has not increased.  Could you confirm what 
proportion of the Fund is included in the 2019/20 budget? 

• How will the drop in pillar 2 funding for LFASs, agri-environment measures 
and LEADER schemes impact land managers’ ability to improve biodiversity 
and what assessment has the Scottish Government made of this?  

• What funds have been allocated to work on blue carbon in the 2019/20 
budget? 

• What is the anticipated underspend in Scottish Land Fund in 2018/19? 

Capital budget and infrastructure investment 

• What specific areas of spend make up the 10.1% of infrastructure spending 
classified as high carbon and 31.8% classified as low carbon in 2019/20? 

• What expertise will the Infrastructure Commission have to inform its 
recommendations on achieving Scotland’s climate change targets? 

• How will the Infrastructure Commission interact with other related 
commissions and organisations e.g. the Public Energy Company, the Just 
Transition Commission, or the Land Commission? 

• How does the Infrastructure Investment Board’s governance role include 
environmental considerations? 

• How will advice from the Infrastructure Commission affect the pipeline of 
future projects? 
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Carbon assessment of the budget  

• What are the most carbon intensive spending commitments in the NHS 
Territorial Board and General Revenue Grant? 

• What aspect of the CAP Pillar 1 Basic, and Greening payments is so carbon 
intensive? 

• What scope exists for future Carbon Assessments to capture the longer term, 
“lock-in” effects of infrastructure investment? 

 
Local authorities and other public bodies 
 

• What funding is allocated for the Sustainable Scotland Network? Has funding 
increased this year? 

• What are the key aims of the working group on Climate Change Reporting, 
and when is it expected to report? If it recommends enhanced reporting 
requirements, will funding be extended accordingly?  

Climate change expenditure  

• Has additional support has been given to Renewable and Community Energy, 
and the Low Carbon Economy? 

• How much additional support is being given to deliver a Deep Water Port 
facility, and what is the timeline for delivery of this? Where in the Carbon 
Assessment is this shown, and what is the carbon cost of this?  

Advice on delivering low carbon infrastructure 

• Can you provide an update on the Scottish Government’s work with Scottish 
energy intensive industry representatives?  

• What options are there for incentivising investment in decarbonisation or 
efficiency? 
 

  


